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St. Joseph School Board 
450 Franklin Avenue, Garden City, NY 
Minutes of Meeting:  March 10, 2021 

School Board Members Present:  Mr. Colomban (Principal), Rori Martello (Assistant Principal), Msgr. Swiader, 

Robert York (President), Patrick Finley (Vice President), Joseph Marchese (Secretary), Peter Doherty, John Dolan, 

Robert Fioravanti, Ralph Greenidge and Karla Guerra 

School Board Members Absent:  Kathryn Rafferty (excused) 

PTA Representative:  Mary Beth Deierlein (President) 

Welcome 
Mr. York called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  The meeting was conducted remotely via Zoom due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Opening Prayer and Minutes Recording 

Mr. York led the opening prayer.  

Mr. Marchese recorded the minutes. 

A motion was made to confirm the minutes for the December 2020 and January 2021 meetings.  The minutes 

for both meetings were confirmed. 

Principal’s Report 

1. Board By-Laws:  Mr. Colomban informed everyone that new Diocesan mandates will require changes to our 

school board by-laws effective immediately.  The Diocese provided model by-laws for Monsignor to review 

and redline.  Some of the changes include (a) discontinuing board member elections in favor of appointment 

of board members, and (b) board member term limits.  Mr. Colomban will circulate Monsignor’s redlines to 

the Board. 

2. Enrollment Update:  The total number of students currently enrolled for this school year is 333 (288 

attending in person; 45 attending remotely).  The enrollment numbers for next year’s Early Childhood are 

very strong.  SJS has an Early Childhood wait list for next year.   

3. COVID Response:  Early Childhood rooms have separation barriers, and N-8 students are masked unless 

outside or eating.  Three more air purifiers were installed in the cafeteria.  In consultation with Perotta 

Consulting, the school is moving forward with planning for the Drama Club Performance (May), year-end 8th 

grade events, and year-end fundraising events.  Mr. Colomban said that his goal for September 2021 is to have 

all students return to in-person learning.     

4. Miscellaneous: 

a. Camera system upgrade – may be completed over Easter break, but will be finished by September 

b. Report cards will be available via PowerSchool on 3/15 

c. Second Round of “Coffee with the Principal” meetings begin 3/24 
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d. Mr. Marchese communicated comments he received from various SJS Parents reflecting a desire that 

SJS protect Catholic identity and family values for its students, especially in light of certain perceived 

anti-Catholic current events and messaging.  Monsignor addressed the comments, stating that our 

Catholic identity is important as a school and will be safeguarded. 

 

President’s Report 

1. Committee Reports:  Mr. York asked that each committee provide a report at the April board meeting.  The 

committees include Enrollment, Budget, Athletics & RISE, Early Childhood, Alumni, Capital Improvements, and 

Middle School.   

2. Tomorrow’s Hope Foundation VIRTUAL 5K:  This event will span from Saturday, March 27 to Sunday, April 4.  

Mr. York circulated a link to enroll for the Run, and provided an electronic copy of a flyer for the Run via e-

mail. 

3. Next Meeting:  Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.   

 

Family Association Report 

1. Catholic Schools Week:  The FA received positive feedback from teachers regarding the Staff Appreciation 

Event. 

2. St. Patrick’s Day Reverse Raffle:  The 500 raffle tickets sold out.  Raffle winners will be announced by video 

link at 8 p.m. on 3/17. 

3. St. Patrick’s Day Carnival (3/17):  All students (in-person and remote) will be involved.  There will be early 

dismissal. 

4. St. Joseph’s Celebration (3/19):  This will be a pizza day, and the students will receive cake pops. 

5. Lunch:  The FA is researching a lunch donation program with Mr. Colomban.  The school would administrate 

this. 

6. Website:  Liz Mudge is updating the look and functionality. 

7. Spring Events:  SJS is moving forward with the following events:  Father/Daughter Dance on 5/7 (Karla 

Guerra); Spring Soiree on 5/22 (Pete and Sue Doherty); Mother/Son event on TBD (Peggy York); Golf and 

Tennis Outing on 6/14 (Rob Fioravanti).   

Pastor’s Comments and Closing Prayer:  Monsignor said SJS will adopt new Board by-laws that fit its needs.  He 
reiterated the importance of our Catholic identity, and he acknowledged SJS’s role in guiding our students in the 
Catholic faith.  Monsignor expressed satisfaction at the positive news regarding enrollment.  He recognized the 
excellence of our faculty, administration, students and student families which, he said, contributed to the strong 
enrollment numbers.  In parting, Monsignor said there will be a 9 a.m. Mass in the church on Friday, March 19 to 
celebrate the Solemnity of St. Joseph.  He gave the closing prayer at 9:12 p.m. 


